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NEW BRYOPHYTE DATA FROM A RECLAIMED MINING AREA NEAR VARTEG,
SOUTH WALES
A wales-i Varteg beerddsitett teriilet valtozé mohafléraja
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The survey covered a 30 old reforested area with the method “Cradle for Nature”
strategy using mosaic tree planting. Except for a 2005 bryophyte survey no
recording of mosses and liverworts has been carried out on the Varteg Colliery site
in the past so its bryophyte flora was totally unknown before 2005 The
bryophytes were collected from soil and from tree trunks in 3 subplots within the
reforestation plots. The several thousand different tree species and the plot
localities were recorded. The Varteg test sites are located between 360 and 370
metres above mean sea level on the western outcrop of the South Wales Coalfield
in Torfaen County Borough. The data will be the part of the heritage of Cradle for
Nature project. The author was one of the volunteers working at the site in 2017
so the collection of the bryophyte species was made by the author. The results
show a typical total for a semi-upland site where woodland species have been
present only since the forest plantation had been getting older and saxicolous
species are primarily acidophil. Concerning the distribution of the woodland
species from the surrounding areas the bryophyte species of some neighbouring
old Welsh oak trees were collected. On the basis of the results the number of
species is 54 in the plantation plots and the rate of woodland species have grown
in the plots which generated higher species number for the whole region which is
higher than100.The acid grassland is not a bryophyte-rich habitat, although
frequent Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus and some Fissidens adianthoides occur where
there is some surface flushing and Ceratodon purpureus, Pohlia nutans and
Polytrichum piliferum where soils are poor. Dry heath, dominated by heather and
bilberry, supports abundant H. jutlandicum, Pleurozium schreberi and R.
squarrosus, as well as some Dicranum scoparium. Gymnocolea inflata grows in
hollows. Two areas of wet heath lie near the centre of the field and at its southern
side. Locally abundant Aulacomnium palustre, Sphagnum denticulatum with
Calliergon stramineum also grow in the examined site. From among the species
which are new as woodland ones Orthotrichum, Anomodon and Frullania dilatata
and Leucodon sciuroides species are important. Cradle for Nature reforested area
was founded by professor Martin Haigh who died in February 2022.
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